
In Canada, November brings us swirling leaves 
and cold temperatures that signal the imminent 
arrival of winter. It is also the month during which 
we turn our thoughts to those Canadian heroes 
who have served our country, and fallen in de-
fense of our ideals. November 11th is the day cho-
sen to honour the veterans of our wars, and those 
who no longer stand amongst us. We wear the 
brilliant red poppy as  immortalized in John 
McCrae’s poignant poem, In Flanders Field, to 
symbolize their courage and gallantry.  

This November has also brought us a new President 
south of the border. Barack Obama’s first speech as 
President-elect was a somber call to American citizens to 
re-commit to public and community service in remaking 
their nation: “The road ahead will be long. Our climb will 
be steep…. I will ask you to join in the work of remaking 
this nation…” 

Between Remembrance Day and Barack Obama’s speech 
it made me question what we have asked of ourselves to 
help our country in times of need. Our students read 
about the contributions of every-day Canadians during 

World War I and World War II. How many of those sacrifices and contributions 
do we ask of ourselves today to confront environmental change? It’s worth 
thinking about what we owe to those who have given their lives for our country, 
and what we would do for those who follow – our children. Would we rip up our 
lawns and plant vegetables? Would we recycle everything? Would we invest in 
the future of our government? 

There has been criticism in the media that Mr. Obama’s speech was too muted. I 
think it captures the challenges that we all face, regardless of our country or 
colour. It is a call to action that we should all rise to. Only I would add the pro-
viso that we focus on remaking the world, not just the country that we live in, a 
little bit greener. I look forward to hearing from you.  
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