


EcoPlan Champion 
Ridgeway Crystal Beach High School 
 
The green team at Ridgeway Crystal Beach High school in Ontario planned and 
executed an excellent EcoPlan last year. They researched, designed, built and 
maintained organic composters. To sweetened the deal, they planting a Native 
Carolinian Forest-inspired 
garden using fertilizer cre-
ated from the composters. 
The garden was divided into 
four areas: butterfly, shrub/
rock, wildflower and native 
fern. 

Students researched native 
plants, selected species 
based on shade tolerance, 
the time when the plant 
bloomed, colour and func-
tion. When they discovered 
that the closest source for 
native seeds and plants was 
several hours away, they 
opted to work with diverse 
species from local nurseries, donations from local residents, and transplanting 
some wildflowers from the local forests. They even attracted the participation 

of the Niagara Pen-
insula Conservation 
Authority which 
supplied some na-
tive plants and 
seeds. The results 
were impressive.  

Motivated by their 
project, the stu-
dents resolved to 
start an awareness 
campaign to edu-
cate their peers on 
collecting organic 
waste. This includes 
promoting no waste 
lunches and collect-
ing the resulting 
organic waste. The 
group also hopes to 

develop smaller plots in the remaining sections of the garden where smaller 
groups of students will design their own mini-plots. See details on the Ridge-
way Crystal Beach High school EcoPlan, or submit your own success story. 

National Forest Week 
September 21-27 
 

Established in 1920 as Fire Prevention Week, National Forest Week challenges Ca-
nadians to learn more about their forest heritage. This year’s theme is Canada's 
Forests - Biodiversity in a Changing World.  






